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subject, he is passed as a matter of course; and if his
mark neither passes nor rejects him under these two
rules, the Commission decides by vote whether he shall
pass or not It is only in case he succeeds in passing
that the optional subjects can be counted in deter-
mining his rank. Formerly he could offer as many
native languages for this purpose as he pleased,
and count any marks, not lower than 5, which he
received in them. But it was felt by the Commis-r
sion that this gave a disproportionate credit, and in
1897 it was provided that the privilege should be
limited to substituting the mark in an optional lan-
guage (if not less than 5) for a lower mark in
Javanese, a change which has naturally resulted in
diminishing the extent to which the optional languages
are offered.
The Proportion of Failures
In discussing the proportion of men who succeed,
one must distinguish between success in passing the
examination, and, what is a very different thing, suc-
cess in getting a position on the rank list, high
enough to win an appointment The proportion of
candidates at the examination who succeed in pass-
ing it naturally varies a good deal from year to year,
but on the average it runs from two-thirds to three-
quarters. One might suppose that the institution of
the preliminary examination would have had the
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